
 

 

     

 

  

Diamonds were discovered in California in 1849 by y prospectors 
panning for gold. This was about 18 years before the discovery of 
diamonds in South Africa. Besides briefly indicating the types of 
diamond crystals found in California, Renée’s PowerPoint will 
include images and information on: 

 Where you can find diamonds in the U. S. 

 What American diamonds look like in the rough in order to help 
you spot them while prospecting and rockhounding. 

 The five basic diamond crystal types and their relative value from 
highest priced to lowest priced. 

 Briefly the most important diamond sources beginning with India 
and ending with Canada. 

 The most significant discoveries of rough diamond crystals, 

 De Beers’ new program to help artisanal miners sell diamonds 
ethically that are traceable from mine to market. 

 

  

Hybrid Meeting (In-Person and via Zoom) 
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Upcoming Activities 
July 10 – In-Person and on Zoom 

   6:30 pm Executive Meeting 
   7:30 pm General Meeting  

 

See local field trips posted on LA-Rocks at 
facebook.com/groups/411978609512229  

More field trips are posted on SoCal Rocks 
www.facebook.com/groups/2605376056257691 

 

Club Meetings In-Person 
and/or via Zoom 
CCRMC meetings are held on the second Monday 
of each month. Guests are always welcome to join 
us. Our usual schedule includes: 

• 7:00PM – Executive Meeting  
• 7:30PM – General Meeting 
• 8:00PM – Monthly Program  

The Club meetings are being held In-Person, 
Hybrid or only online.  
When hybrid or via zoom, you can join the meeting 
virtually. 
Zoom one-click 

 

 A Message from the Prez     
Dear all: 
 
What a terrific month for our club! Despite our 
recent spate of break-ins, we have exciting news 
about this past month. 
 
We received an extremely generous grant from 
Culver City Parks, Recreation & Community 
Services Department, which will cover most of our 
expenses for this year’s show. 
 
Additionally, we received a beautiful 
commemoration from the Culver City’s City 
Council. Rick Shaffer, Gary Mitchell, DJ Gervais, 
Janelle Williams, and I were present to shake hands 
with the council members and receive the lovely 
commemorative poster that will hang in our shop 
once it is framed.  

We were back in person and for a delightful 
presentation in June by our own Ken Rogers’ “Do You 
See What I See” presentation. In 
fact, there will be an in-person 
meeting the Monday following our 
show, with an in-person presenter. 
It will be a chance to mingle with 
members and non-members post-
show and celebrate our having 
made it through our 60th Fiesta. 

 
Do not be negligent about your volunteerism for our 
club! We are a bit short of hands-on, especially 
Friday and Sunday.  Even one solid hour of work 
means a lot to keep the show running smoothly. 
 
We also are still in need of donations for our hourly 
raffle. Please bring any donated articles to the set-
up in the auditorium on Friday or to the show 
Saturday morning. To at FOG, contact Joanie 
Rippner 
 

Thank you ahead of time to the elves who are 
working tirelessly to make the show a real fiesta! 

I look forward to seeing all of you at the show+ 

Alexa  
 

After battling a long fierce fight, Adrienne Louie 
crossed the rainbow bridge on June 4th. If 
you ever met Adrienne, you will 
remember her laughter, wit, smile, zest for 
life, and enthusiasm.  If you met her at 
one of the Fiesta of Gems shows, you will 
remember her for constantly being on the 
move, delivering food and water to the 

vendors, greeting guests at the front desk, staffing 
the book sale with her sister 
Janet, and helping wherever 
she saw a need. And who can 
forget the great Ice Cream 
Social she thought up and 
arranged. Adrienne was the 
Show Chair for the 2020 Fiesta that never happened 
due to the pandemic. She will live in our hearts 
forever. So sad and way too early. 

From Adrienne’s family: 
Adrienne Louie wants YOU to celebrate her life with 
her family and friends on SEPTEMBER 9, 2023 
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from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Heroes VA Golf 
Course. Please come by to share stories about 
Adrienne, eat some good food (because we know 
how much Adrienne loved food) & if you wish, 
play a round of golf on the par 3, nine-hole course. 
Green fees will be covered & there will be clubs for 

those who do not bring their own. Heroes Golf 
Course address is 11301 Wilshire Blvd, Los 
Angeles 90073. Please pass along this information 
to all who loved Adrienne and experienced her 
joyful, playful and love for life.  

 

 

Cookies for the vendors at FOG  
If you are a baker, please bake at least 4 
dozen cookies and if you do your baking in 
the isles of a bakery store, Whole Foods, or 
your favorite grocery store, please buy least 
4 dozen cookies.  
Bring your cookies to the “kitchen room” 
on FRIDAY, JULY 7.  Between 11 am and 
2 pm.  If you can, please help with placing 
cookies in clamshell containers and deliver 
filled clamshells to the vendors’ tables. 

 
Minutes of General Meeting 
6/12/2023 
Meeting called to order at 7:32PM by 
President Alexa Hunter. 

 
The following announcements were made 
about the Fiesta of Gems: 

 
-Stephanie Dangott asked members to 

bring cookies on the Friday preceding the 
show by 3PM. She indicated help would be 
needed to plate the cookies and distribute 
them to the vendors. 

-Janelle Williams informed that the City 
had contracted with an outside vendor to 
collect business licenses, and they were 
contacting the show vendors. Janelle clarified 
that in reality the Club had an umbrella 
contract with the City for the show and no 
additional licenses were needed. 

-Steve Dover indicated two of twenty 
display cases were still available. He said they 
must be set up on Friday. Steve also informed 
that ten more donations for hourly prizes were  
needed. Donations were to be dropped off at 
the shop. 

-Darrell Robb announced that the City had 
provided a grant to the Club, which would 
cover the auditorium rent and City licenses. 
He said the City recognized that the Club, in 
its 60 years of existence, had become a 
beacon in the community. He suggested that 
the Club did something in recognition to the 
City Council. 

-Darrell also informed that $10 worth of 
raffle tickets would be sent to each member 
for them to purchase or sell if they wish. 

-Joanie Rippner indicated volunteers were 
needed to set up the show on Friday morning, 
to help at the front desk on Saturday and, on 
Sunday, to help at the front desk and the grab 
bag booth. 

-Ellen Moe suggested that members using 
the shop should be actively requested to 
volunteer at the show. 

-Jette Sorensen indicated help was needed 
to pick up plants from Grace Sato for the plant 
sale. 

-Garry Mitchell requested volunteers for 
security duty. He asked if overnight security 
had been hired and Alexa committed to 
confirming. 

-Jette informed that during the show she 
would be making Club badges for members 
who needed one-. 

-Janelle announced the passing of member 
Adrienne Louie on June 4th and indicated that 
information about the memorial services would 
be posted in The Nugget. 

 
The meeting paused at 7:50 PM for 
refreshments and trading post activities. It 
resumed for the monthly program and 
adjourned at 8:45 PM. 

Submitted by  
Ana Maria Strambi Guimaraes 

Recording Secretary 
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Minutes of Executive Meeting 
6/12/2023 
The June Executive meeting did not take place. 

 

Program Report From Last 
Meeting – 6/12/2023 
Club member Ken Rogers presented “Painting and Photographs 
Discovered in Stones”, a collection of pictures of stone specimens 
that once cut, feature natural images that resemble a variety of 
objects, landscapes, plants, animals and people. 

 
Based on his personal experiences and places he has visited, 
Ken described what each specimen revealed to him and 
encouraged the audience to share their perceptions. Sometimes 
a picture became visible when the orientation of the specimen 
was changed.  

 
The pictures were taken from specimens that belonged to Ken, 
his friends, museums and other sources. The specimens included 
a great variety of stones such as marble, Brazilian agate, Oregon 
picture jasper, Spring Mountain jasper, Apache picture jasper, 
thunder eggs, Montana agate, dendritic limestone, Lake Superior 
agate, agate with pyrolusite, serpentine, Chinese dendritic jasper, 
sage agate, rhodochrosite, rose eye jasper, Royal Imperial jasper, 
Royal Sahara jasper, opals, boulder opals, artistic jasper, 
morrisonite, jasp agate, Sycamore Creek agate, Deschutes 
picture jasper, African Queen picture jasper, Ethiopian contraluz 
opal, porcelain jasper, Idaho picture jasper, chapenite, polka dot 
agate, Springtime jasper, mookite jasper, Willow Creek jasper 
and Australian fossil peanut wood. 

 
Submitted by  

Ana Maria Strambi Guimaraes 
Recording Secretary 

 

 
TEMPLATES      
 
Whenever I have to make more than 2-3 exact 
copies of a sheet metal component, I think of 
making a template. Templates let me easily draw 
the shape of an item to cut out. 
 
Art stores or online sources 
like cooltools.us/ and kingsleynorth.com/ sell 
templates for common shapes like circles, ovals, 
hearts, etc. but for nonstandard shapes, I make my 
own out of a scrap of sheet plastic or sheet metal. 
My preference is brass. I carefully lay out the 
shape using a steel ruler, a set of dividers, a scribe, 

and a fine center punch. 
 
One example is the brass template in the pic below 
that lets me quickly trace the design of Ginkgo leaf 
earrings onto silver sheet. Another is the nickel 
template which 
makes it easy to drill 
a pattern of holes for 
pin inlay into 
wooden handles. 

 

 
Michael Engel 

Rune Longsworth 
   

 

       Alexa Hunter            7/3/2023 

       Traci Cray Adams        7/4/2023 

       Stephanie Dangott   7/10/2023 

      Rune Longsworth      7/13/2023 

      Barbara Fier        7/16/2023 

Veronique Gautherot     7/21/2023 

Dower Jai Gervais        7/22/2023 

Kent Goodman        7/27/2023 

 
Culver City Gem and Mineral Society 
Culver City Veteran’s Memorial Auditorium, 4117 
Overland Ave., Culver City, CA 90203 
60th Annual Fiesta of Gems – 2023 Theme: Druzy 
Hours: Saturday 10am–6pm, Sunday 10am–5pm 
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Lapidary Workshop Hours 
The shop is open Saturdays and Sundays 
from 12 noon to 4 pm. 
To see if there is room, send an email, do 
not just show up.   
Saturdays: Lynne Lukert 
Sundays: Jette Sorensen  
If you have not made a reservation, you can 
call the shop during open hours to see if 
there is room,  310-836-4611 

The Nugget – Submissions 
The submissions deadline is on the 15th of every 
month. Articles or notes without a byline are 
written by the Editor. Photographs without credits 
are shot by a CCRMC member. 

Email submissions to the 
Editor:nugget@culvercityrocks.org 

The Nugget – Advertisements 
The Nugget accepts paid advertisements. The cost 
for an eighth of a page is $7 per insertion, payable 
in advance. Size is about 2” high x 3.5” wide. 
Ad location is at the discretion of the Editor. 
Ads, copy, or business cards must be received by 
the 10th of the month. 
Email submissions to the Editor: 
nugget@culvercityrocks.org 

Mailing Address 
Culver City Rock & Mineral Club 

PO Box 3324 

Culver City, CA 90231 
info@culvercityrocks.org  
310-836-4611 

 

 

 
 

 

 

2023 Elected Officers 
President – Alexa Hunter 

Vice President – Steven Dover 

–– 

Recording Secretary  
Ana Maria Strambi Guimaraes 

Parliamentarian – Jon Gowling 

 

2023 Committee Chairs 
Education – Vacant 

Federation Director – Lorna Herf 

Field Trip Co-Chairs  
Steven McDonald & 

Jack Stoll 

Historian – Virginia Hollis 

Librarian – Vacant 

Membership Co-Chairs 
Stephanie Dangott & 

Jette Sorensen 

Photography – Pam Leitner 

Programs – Ken Rogers 

Publication Committee 
Brad Smith 

Jette Sorensen 

Publicity – Janice Mertz 

Social – Vacant 

Sunshine - Vacant 

Trading Post – Gary Mitchell 

Webmaster – Bart Gampe 

Zoom Host – Darren Cokin 

 

Board of Directors 
2023 

      Jette Sorensen 
      TBD 

2024 

Gary Mitchell 
         Karen Wellen 

2025 

Ana maria Strambi Guimaraes 
Bradford Smith 

 
The CCRMC is a non-profit 501©(4) organization 
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