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The CULVER CITY
ROCK & MINERAL
CLUB, located
in Culver City,
California, brings
together persons
interested in the
earth sciences to
engage in research
and study, to assist
members in the
collection and
preservation of
rocks and minerals
and in the study
of lapidary and

related arts.
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August 2023

Zoom meeting — not in-person
the Death Valley presentation has been postponed
to a future in-person presentation!

SHOW AND TELL
Gulver Clty Rock and Mineral Club Members

Show the other members your favorites (actual or photos):

stone(s,)
rough,
slab(s,)
cab(s,)
collection,
pictures of your latest rockhounding trip,
lapidary method,
finished piece(s) of jewelry,
jewelry project in progress,

talk about your favorite place to:
visit to see lapidary or jewelry
learn about lapidary and jewelry making
social media sites,
rockhounding places

Favorite club function (and why)

We are not setting a time limit for each presentation
but be prepared to end your presentation if the other
members signal they want other members to get a
turn to Show and Tell.




Annual Picnic & Silent Auction

In Lindberg Park, in the covered picnic area in the
northeast corner.

The Club will provide hamburgers (including some
vegan) and hot dogs. Bring a side dish, salad or
dessert and something to drink (no alcohol is
allowed in any of the Culver City owned venues.)

b To make the Silent
Auction great, bring
some lapidary or
jewelry related item(s)
you want to donate to
the Club (tools, stones,
slabs, rough, polished
CE stones, books, beads,
cabochons metal (used in jewelry making,)

You can bring your donations to the shop during
the open hours, or you can bring them with you to
the picnic.

Upcoming Activities
August 14 — Zoom only (No in-person)
7:00 pm Executive Meeting
7:30 pm General Meeting
August 19 — Annual Picnic
September 11 — In-person only — Reneé Newman
TBD — Geologist/Lapidarist/Jeweler John E Heusler

See local field trips posted on LA-Rocks at
facebook.com/groups/411978609512229

More field trips are posted on SoCal Rocks

www.facebook.com/groups/2605376056257691

Club Meetings
CCRMC meetings are held on the second Monday
of each month. Meetings are held In-Person,
Hybrid (Zoom and In-Person) or only via Zoom.
Guests are always welcome to join us. Our usual
schedule includes:

* 7:00PM — Executive Meeting

*7:30PM - General Meeting

* 8:00PM — Monthly Program
When hybrid or zoom only, you can join the
meeting virtually via Zoom one-click
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A Message from the Prez
Dear All,

What a wonderful celebration of our club’s mission
to be back in full force at our FOG show this year.
From the beautiful plants to the lively kid’s corner,
to the fantastic wares of our vendors, to the terrific
raffle prizes, and our wonderful
display cases of members’ work,
the show was a resounding
success. It could not have h
happened without the diligence of |
our team of elves who put in many, many hours of
volunteerism! Thank you, FOG team!

If you did not volunteer for the show, you can try
to redeem yourself by helping at our annual
picnic, live in-person, on Saturday, August 19th,
from 10 am-2 pm at Lindberg Park in Culver City
(the Northeast corner.)

 donations for the silent auction
+ grilling on the barbecue
e setting up and breaking down our site

Everyone should bring a side dish, (i.e. coleslaw,
potato salad, pickles, fruit, cookies, etc.) and
something to drink (non-alcoholic). The club will
provide the main course of hamburgers, hot dogs,
and even a few veggie burgers.

It is Bon Voyage to one of our most beloved,
long-standing, generous members, Brad Smith,
who is moving to Virginia. Brad has served in
many capacities, including president.

We wish him and his lovely wife, Nancy, all the
best in their new environment. We presented
Brad with his lifetime membership award and
look forward to seeing him on Zoom. But he
will be greatly missed!

See you at the Zoom meeting and at the picnic!
Alexa
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Minutes of General Meeting
Minutes of Executive Meeting
Program Report from Meeting

Because the meeting was canceled, there are no
reports.

’S
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DO BEZELS SHRINK ?

The engineer in me says there's no reason a bezel
should shrink when I solder it onto a base plate, but
I sometimes find that the stone won't quite fit into
the bezel that was '
perfect just before
soldering.

If that ever happens to
you, here's a fix that
usually works for
those times when
there's just a minor
problem. I file or
sand the stone down a
little around its base. For soft cabs like turquoise,
lapis, jet or Howelite, you can use a sanding
stick. Harder cabs

like jasper or agates will require a diamond file. In
a pinch, a ruby nail file from the drugstore will
work.

There are two important things to remember when
doing this. First, you can only make a minor
adjustment to the stone's size. All filing or sanding
has to be hidden by the bezel because it takes the
polish off the stone.

Secondly, remember to round off all sharp edges
on the bottom of the stone. A sharp edge here

might sit on a little extra solder that's in the bottom
joint of your bezel. Just a little bump here can put
enough stress on the stone to risk breakage when
you burnish the bezel down over the stone.

STRAIGHTENING WIRE

Have you ever pulled out some silver wire only to
find that it's all bent up? The easiest way I've found
to straighten it out is to stretch it a bit.

Simply put one end in the vise and grab the other

end with a pair of serrated tip pliers. Then pull just
enough to feel the wire stretch like a rubber band.
This works best on smaller wire diameters, up to
about 16 ga.

Be careful if you are trying to pull hard on a thick
wire. Brace yourself in case the wire breaks or
pulls out of the pliers.

to our newest members:

Mercedes Bonness
Dale Conklin
Vanessa Fry
Dana Niu
Rida Qureshi
Rick Renie
Kara Tang
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Callie Herf 8/1
Frank Hollis 8/5
Chris Golden 8/10
Laurence Chuck 8/10
Rosemarie Ihde 8/11
Donald Van Deventer 8/13
Barbara Jones 8/14
Liam Garner 8/14
Brian Lallement 8/20
Janet A. Louie 8/25
Lorraine H. Murphy 8/26
Dana Niu 8/26
Randal Cole Rhodes 8/28
Steven F McDonald 8/29

There are a few things that not acceptable in the
shop; Open-toe shoes, short shorts. Long hair not
tied up. Loose long sleeves.

Always wear safety glasses and ear protection for
noise when doing lapidary. When soldering, wear
natural fabrics. There are both glasses and
earphones at the shop, but you may want to have
your own. It is always a good idea to leave jewelry
that can be caught in machinery at home.

Upcoming
Rock Club Shows
& Local Rock Sales

Click to See All California Federation Shows

5-6—ROSEVILLE, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Roseville
Rock Rollers Gem and Mineral Society; Roebbelen Event
Center - @ the Grounds Roseville, 700 Event Center Drive;
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; General Admission $8, Seniors 60+ $7,
Kids - 12 and under Free. Parking $10. Discount coupon -
http://www.rockrollers.com/show.html; Northern California’s
BIG Gem and Mineral Show, 65+ vendors, inside and out,
featuring: Crystals, Fossils, Minerals, Opal, Amethyst, Beads,
Gemstones, Free Scientific Mineral ID, Prospecting
equipment/supplies, Exhibits, Demonstrations, Rock Auctions,
Youth Activities. Great family fun; contact Gloria Marie; Email:
gloriarosevillerockrollers@gmail.com; Website:
https://www.rockrollers.com/index.html

26-27—ARCADIA, CALIFORNIA: Annual show;
Pasadena Lapidary Society; Arcadia Masonic Lodge, 50 W.
Duarte Rd; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; FREE admission, FREE
parking; Our 63rd Annual Gem and Mineral Show with
Dealers selling everything rock, gem, geology, lapidary and
jewelry related. Sand Scoop and Wheel of Fortune for the
kids, grab bags, silent auction, demonstrations, minerals,
gemstones and lapidary exhibits, prize raffle, snack bar, free
parking; contact Marcia Goetz, (626) 260-7239; Email:
marcia.pls.emails@gmail.com; Website:
www.pasadenalapidary.org

The shop is open Saturdays and Sundays
from 12 noon to 4 pm.

To see if there is room, send an email, do
not just show up.

Saturdays: Lynne Lukert

Sundays: Jette Sorensen

If you have not made a reservation, you can
call the shop during open hours to see if
there 1s room, 310-836-4611




Moe at Kid’s Games
| T3
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Hourly rawing FOG Vendor Brad’s Dinnr



2023 Elected Officers

President — Alexa Hunter
Vice President — Steven Dover
Recording Secretary
Ana Maria Strambi Guimaraes
Parliamentarian — Jon Gowling

2023 Committee Chairs

Education — Vacant
Federation Director — Lorna Herf
Field Trip Co-Chairs
Steven McDonald &
Jack Stoll
Historian — Virginia Hollis
Librarian — Vacant
Membership Co-Chairs
Stephanie Dangott &
Jette Sorensen
Photography — Pam Leitner
Programs — Ken Rogers
Publication Committee
Brad Smith
Jette Sorensen
Publicity — Janice Mertz
Social — Vacant
Sunshine - Vacant
Trading Post — Gary Mitchell
Webmaster — Bart Gampe
Zoom Host — Darren Cokin

Board of Directors
2023
Jette Sorensen
TBD
2024
Gary Mitchell
Karen Wellen
2025
Ana maria Strambi Guimaraes
Bradford Smith

The CCRMC is a non-profit 501©(4)
organization

The Nugget — Submissions

The submissions deadline is on the 15th of
every month. Articles or notes without a byline
are written by the Editor. Photographs without
credits are shot by a CCRMC member.

The Nugget — Advertisements

The Nugget accepts paid advertisements. The cost
for an eighth of a page is $7 per insertion, payable
in advance. Size is about 2 high x 3.5” wide.

Ad location is at the discretion of the Editor.

Ads, copy, or business cards must be received by
the 10th of the month.

Email submissions to the Editor:
nugget(@culvercityrocks.org

Mailing Address

Culver City Rock & Mineral Club
PO Box 3324

Culver City, CA 90231

info@culvercityrocks.org
310-836-4611

Copyright Notice

© The Culver City Rock & Mineral Club, 2022. Unauthorized
use and/or duplication of this material without express and
written permission from the editor of the Nugget is strictly
prohibited. Excerpts may be used, provided that full and clear
credit is given to the author and the CCRMC with appropriate
and specific direction to the original content




CCRMC - You action is needed; we are not MINERS!

Sun, Jul 23, 10:10 PM (13 days ago)

Hi CCRMC Members,

One of the favored rockhounding places for many of our members is Mojave. The U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is nearing completion of
a management plan that could declare rock collecting a form of mining. If that happens, there will no longer be any rock collecting allowed.

Your action is needed to keep rockhounding in the desert legal.

We need to let the BLM know that we are hobbyists, not miners! Please find the time to write them a letter!

This is a link to an article that ran in last Sunday’s LA Times.
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2023-07-16/rockhounds-fight-for-access-to-jewels-of-california-desert

Attached is a letter Janelle Williams wrote to the BLM. There are so many inspirational points in it for your letter.

Email your letter to:

Attn: Mojave Trails National Monument Planning c¢/o
Needles Field Office,

1303 S.U.S. Hwy 95

Needles CA 92363

Email: BLM_CA NFO_MTNM_PLANNING@blm.gov (where what looks like space is an underscore )
E Planning website: https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanningui/prohject/2022347/510

Let’s do all we can to keep Mojave rockhounding open and legal.

Jette Sorensen

Janelle Williams” letter

Attn: Mojave Trails National Monument Planning c¢/o

Needles Field Office, 1303 S.U.S. Hwy 95 Needles CA 92363

Email: BLM_CA NFO_MTNM_PLANNING@blm.gov

E Planning Website: https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanningui/project/2022347/510
SCOPING COMMENTS

Attn: Mojave Trails National Monument Planning c¢/o

Needles Field Office, 1303 S.U.S. Hwy 95 Needles CA 92363

RE: Mojave Trails National Monument (MTNM), management plan,
“Scoping Sessions”

Although I could not be present at the scoping meetings, I, like so many others do not want our absence to be misconstrued as apathy. I
care deeply about what may happen to our avocation of rockhounding in the California Desert, and I want my comments considered and given the
same weight as though I were there in person. I appreciate your assistance to that end, as we need an
advocate for the rockhound community, and the representatives of the people are the best advocates for the people in my opinion.

I am a Californian, a citizen who loves and enjoys our wild California lands, including and especially our beautiful wild deserts. These wonderful
areas include but are not limited to the Cady Mountains, Lavic Siding, North Edwards. Among the activities my family engages in, are rock and
mineral collecting, and hiking with special interest in the fantastic geology that is California. We are good stewards, and we are raising good
stewards. We especially love to collect materials from the desert and polish specimens to display or wear, uniquely made of distinctively beautiful
California material.

I join with thousands of California rockhounds, casual collectors, rock and mineral clubs and others, in asking you to support rockhounding
as an exempted (accepted) activity in the National Monuments. Rockhounds do support protecting these lands through the legislative process with
input from the affected community and stakeholders. I hope we can impress upon you the importance of our hobby and offer our vision going
forward.
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HOW I COLLECT:

I prefer going out in a group, in the earliest part of the day. We either carpool or caravan and park only on traveled packed down roads.
Many roads are not in the best condition, but we manage to traverse them. I carry a canvas collecting bag and a rock pick. Mostly I surface collect. If
I see something interesting poking out of the ground, I may pick it out and either put it back or collect
it, returning any dirt back into the hole. I stay until the sun begins to get uncomfortable. That’s when I pack up and leave. On the way out, we stop
and collect discarded trash we may encounter, including snagged mylar balloons, plastic bottles and bags, etc.

In Senator Dianne Feinstein’s letter to Secretary Jewell on May 12, 2016, she made it clear that our hobby should be authorized and accommodated
within the National Monuments including Mojave Trails, Sand and Snow, and Castle Mountains. To fully accommodate this activity, access roads
and trails to the sites must remain open, as well as the sites themselves. Roads must

remain open, as shutting off collecting areas to those people like me who are limited physically, would effectively end our days as desert explorers,
and end my days of hands-on exploring and recreational collecting with my grandchildren, and probably violate the Americans with Disabilities Act.
Ms. Feinstein goes on to state that recreational collection by rockhounds and other enthusiasts not only enriches the public’s ability to enjoy and
explore the desert, but also serves as a valuable educational tool. We wholeheartedly agree!

Access is key. We envision the roads we use to get to our known collecting areas to remain open in the Travel Management Plan; further,
we envision a net zero loss of trails to access the collecting areas we use, so we always have a way to access our collecting areas; and we envision
staging areas for club outings and anything else that would enhance our recreational experience
in the Mojave Trails National Monument.

Rockhounds are among the lowest-impact users of our resources you will ever know. We hold high standards for ourselves and watch out
for one another. We leave the wildlife alone, pack out what we pack in, and go further than this, collecting found and drifted trash, packing it out
when we leave, while leaving any artifacts where they lie. All we leave behind are our footprints and
our gratitude. Exposing youngsters to these activities helps build generations of great and grateful Americans. Sometimes it helps us all to take a step
back and consider the positive impact of our hobby, both now and in the future.

The California and American Federation of Mineralogical Societies have a Code of Ethics, that each person in a Rock and Mineral Club
must abide by, and we happily do. Those ethics include:

I will respect both private and public property and will do no collecting on privately owned land without permission from the owner.

I will keep informed on all laws, regulations or rules governing collecting on public lands and will observe them.

I will, to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of property on which I plan to collect.

I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas.

I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind such as fences, signs, buildings, etc.

I will leave all gates as found.

I will build fires only in designated or safe places and will be certain they are completely extinguished before leaving the area.

I will discard no burning material — matches, cigarettes, etc.

I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock.

I will not contaminate wells, creeks, or other water supplies.

I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take home only what I can reasonably use.

I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the materials I have collected and will recycle my surplus for the
pleasure and benefit of others.

I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter Please) and will leave all collecting areas devoid of litter, regardless of
how found.

I will cooperate with field-trip leaders and those in designated authority in all collecting areas.

I will report to my club or federation officers, Bureau of Land Management or other authorities, any deposit of petrified wood or other
materials on public lands which should be protected for the enjoyment of future generations for public educational and scientific purposes.
I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources.

I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use Good Outdoor Manners and will at all times conduct myself in a manner which will add to the
stature and Public Image of Rockhounds everywhere.

Our hobby is one of those activities that has far-reaching benefits. We participate in geology programs and student education and field
trips. By and through our efforts, kids become more connected with the beauty of our natural resources, and they learn the importance of
environmental preservation and caring about our lands, the plants, animals and geology.

Please also consider the following: as our recreational areas are ever-shrinking with millions of acres placed in Monument status, the
people who love this land are also a precious resource to be appreciated and supported. We have much to offer, we tread lightly, and we are in need
of consideration too. I thank you for your consideration today.

Sincerely,
Janelle Williams



