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The CULVER CITY
ROCK & MINERAL
CLUB, located
in Culver City,
California, brings
together persons
interested in the
earth sciences to
engage in research
and study, to assist
members in the
collection and
preservation of
rocks and minerals
and in the study
of lapidary and

related arts.
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Live In-Person Meeting - NO Zoom)

Diamond Crystals:

Types, History, Sources, Current Issues

Diamonds were discovered in California in 1849 by prospectors
panning for gold. This was about 18 years before the discovery of
diamonds in South Africa. Besides briefly indicating the types of
diamond crystals found in California, Renée Newman’s PowerPoint
will include images and information on:

e Where you can find diamonds in the U. S.

e What American diamonds look like in the rough to help you spot
them while prospecting and rockhounding.

e The five basic diamond crystal types and their relative value from
highest to lowest price.

e Briefly describe the most important diamond sources beginning
with India and ending with Canada.

e The most significant discoveries of rough diamond crystals,

e De Beers’ new program to help artisanal miners sell diamonds
ethically that are traceable from mine to market.

(This presentation was initially scheduled for July 10.)
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Upcoming Activities Picnic and Silent Auction 8/19

September 11 — In-Person only (NO Zoom)
6:30 pm Executive Meeting
7:30 pm General Meeting

See local field trips posted on LA-Rocks at
facebook.com/groups/411978609512229

More field trips are posted on SoCal Rocks
www.facebook.com/groups/2605376056257691

.
Club Meetings In-Person
and/or via Zoom

CCRMC meetings are held on the second Monday
of each month. Guests are always welcome to join
us. Our usual schedule includes:

*7:00 pm — Executive Meeting
*7:30 pm — General Meeting
* 8:00 pm — Monthly Program

The Club meetings are being held In-Person,
Hybrid or only online.

When hybrid or via zoom, you can join the
meeting virtually.

Zoom one-click

Lapidary Workshop Hours

The shop is open Saturdays and Sundays
from 12 noon to 4 pm.

To see if there is room, send an email, do
not just show up.

Saturdays: Lynne Lukert

Sundays: Jette Sorensen

If you have not made a reservation, you can

call the shop during open hours to see if
there i1s room, 310-836-4611

Do not wear open-toed shoes. Wear old
clothes. Bring eye and ear protection.
.|




Mineral Report
(This report was originally published in the 9/2015 Nugget)

It’s Native!

Native copper, due to its long historic use, is rarely
mineable in an economically viable fashion.
Today, native copper samples are prized as
specimens for collections. Well crystalized
specimens are especially rare, and are highly
sought. Native copper is most commonly found in
volcanic basalt rocks, near the level of contact with
the surrounding sedimentary rocks. It can also be
found near hydrothermal deposits and in the
oxidation zone of sulfide deposits.

Other sources of copper are usually purified for use
in wiring, tubing, electrical components, and many
other goods. Mankind has utilized copper in
ornamental objects and cooking utensils+ since
roughly 4200 BC, according to some sources.
Copper conducts heat very well and is the second-
best conductor of electricity (after silver). Brass is
an alloy of copper and zinc, and bronze is an alloy
of copper and tin.

Pure copper is very soft, coming in around 2.5-3 on
the Mohs hardness scale. Its normal color is
copper-red, unsurprisingly, but it tarnishes to green
or black over time.

Copper is one of only four elemental metals with a
natural color that is not gray or silver — the others
are cesium, gold, and osmium. It has a measured
density of 8.94. Native copper is commonly
associated with calcite, cuprite, malachite, azurite,
silver, and quartz.

Copper is the 29th element on the periodic table,
and uses the symbol Cu. Its chemical symbol
comes from its Latin name, cuprum.

Elemental copper lends color to many minerals. It
is also an essential trace dietary mineral and is
mostly found in the human body in the liver,
muscles, and bones. Copper compounds can be
used as preservatives, fungicides, or as
bacteriostatic substances (which prevent bacteria
from reproducing). Folklore says that copper
bracelets can be used to relieve arthritis pain,
though there is no known benefit according to
medical science.
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During the Roman Era, the primary mining
location for copper was Cyprus, which gave the
metal its name. In the United States, notable copper
localities occur in Michigan, Arizona, and New
Jersey. Worldwide, there are famous localities in
Australia, China, Namibia, and England.
Minda Moe
2015 Mineral Chair

Shop Talk

(This was originally published in the 9/2015 Nugget)

Slab saw practice

The three large enclosed saws are used for re-
ducing large irregular rocks to flat-faced slabs or
geometric shapes. They utilize small industrial
quality diamonds imbedded in a metal matrix to
grind through rock. A great deal of heat is
produced at the cutting edge which requires a
continuous stream of light oil to prevent blade
distortion and binding in the kerf with attendant
uneven cutting, stalling or destruction of the blade,
saw or rock. This topic is too complex to cover in
the space of one Shop News report, so what
follows is an introduction in outline form that will
be elaborated upon in future months. The following
refers to the three large slab saws and attendant
equipment and procedure.

1) Turn on the exhaust fan.
2) Clamp the rock to be cut in the saw’s vise
and adjust thickness of the cut.

3) Start the kerf (the slot that the blade makes
in your rock as it cuts) manually by pressing
the clamped rock against the blade

with one hand and, with the other hand,
rotate the blade toward you, NEVER away
or back-and-forth. Continue until the kerf

is about twice as deep as the width of the blade,
qr more. Check kerf-to-blade alignment by

moving the rock and vise toward you, then
away.

The blade should reenter the kerf. If the alignment
is off, cutting will damage the blade. It will become
dished like a musician’s



Shop Talk continued from page 3

Cymbal. Move the rock into alignment using
the hand crank on the vise to match the neutral
blade position to the kerf then push the vise
against the rock and engage the feed so the vise
cannot slip back and out of the kerf.Close the
lid and start the cut. After about a minute stop
the saw and check that blade is in the kerf.
Resume cutting.

4) Look at the translucent cover or window to
confirm that oil is flowing and splashing; if not

stop the saw immediately and correct the
problem.

Monitor the cutting and stop the saw if things
are going wrong.

5) When the cut finishes turn off the saw, wait
a few minutes to let the oil mist settle; then
open the cover. Disengage the feed and pull the
carriage back to the starting position.

6) If additional cuts are needed adjust the vise,

check that the rock is still firmly held in the
vise or remove the rock and clamp it again in
the new position, then repeat steps 3 thru 5.

7) When done, remove your rock from the vise
and the off-cut or slabs from the saw.

8) Clean-up the saw so it is ready for the next
user.

9) Clean-up the oil on your stones and slabs
using the absorbent diatomaceous earth in the
blue container below the exhaust fan. Finish
cleaning oil and diatomaceous earth in the sink
using a brush, dish soap and water. Waste
particles caught in the drain screen must be
dumped in the trash, NEVER washed down the
drain.

Limited parking in back of the shop is open for
use.

Park on the asphalt, off the alley concrete to
avoid a parking citation. Please respect the
space reserved for the shop instructor next to
the paddle-tennis court.

On behalf of the 2015 Shop Committee,

Bruce Mensinger

YOU are needed!

We all like the meetings, silent auctions, yearly picnic,
holiday party, and the shop. What many of us don’t
pay attention to is how the Club is managed. It takes
quite a few people and every one of them volunteers
their services. Just about every position on the
executive board and committee chairs are up for
election for 2024.

This time is a lot more critical than usual. Some key
people cannot or don’t want to be considered for
reelection. That includes the President, Treasurer, and
Recording Secretary. There are conditions and limits
for those positions, listed in the attached bylaws.

We need volunteers to fill all the vacancies. Thisis a
partial list:

President

Treasurer
Recording Secretary
Education

Field Trips

Historian

Librarian
Membership
Mineral

Programs
Publication (includes the Nugget)
Social

Sunshine

If you want to give a hand and have the time and
knowledge, let Alexa (info@culvercityrocks.org) know.
She will shortly be assigning a volunteer to help her
with the election.

Minutes of Executive Meeting
8/14/2023

Those present: Darren Cokin, Stephanie Dangott,
Steve Dover, Lorna Herf, Alexa Hunter, Pam
Leitner, Darrell Robb, Ken Rogers, Jette Sorensen,
Ana Maria Strambi Guimaraes.

The meeting was called to order at 6:35PM by
President Alexa Hunter.

The following was discussed:

-Summer picnic and silent auction



Minutes of Executive Meeting 8/14/2023 continued from page 4

-Officers agreed on items they each would bring
to the picnic.

-Jette Sorensen indicated she would send one
more reminder to members before Saturday.

-Arrival was set at 9:45AM to set up.

-Vacant Chairs

-Alexa mentioned the need to get Club members
to participate more actively in the Club. Only a
small percentage of the members volunteered for
the show and several chair positions remained
open: Education, Field Trip, Librarian, and Social
Chair.
-Ana Strambi indicated the need for new
candidates for the Recording Secretary and
Treasurer positions in the incoming year, as those
could not be reelected for more than five years
consecutively.
-Pam suggested publishing descriptions of vacant
positions on The Nugget.
-Purchase of a new computer

-Jette Sorensen indicated the library record files
were not readable on the Club’s computer due to it
being outdated and recommended acquiring a new
computer. The computer would also be needed to
host hybrid meetings. Darren Cokin agreed to
research and purchase a new computer as long as it
did not cost more than $500, as approval from
members at the general meeting would be needed
to spend more.
-Jette informed she had a suggestion for a lecturer
in November. Ken indicated the September
program would be an in-person lecture by Renee
Newman.
-The June executive meeting minutes were
approved as published in the July edition of The
Nugget.

-Darrell Robb recommended that Officers decided
in advance which monthly meetings would occur in
person, as online reservations for the multi-purpose
room were only available up until two weeks in
advance; otherwise a City employee would have to
manually reserve it and availability would be
uncertain. It was decided that reservations were
necessary for September and November.

The meeting adjourned at 7:29PM.

Submitted by
Ana Maria Strambi Guimaraes,
Recording Secretary

Minutes of General Meeting
8/14/2023

The meeting was called to order at 7:30PM by
President Alexa Hunter.

-Alexa reminded members of the picnic and silent
auction on Saturday, and to bring a side dish or
dessert.

-Ken Rogers informed the September program
would be an in-person presentation by Renee
Newman.

-Alexa indicated that certain Club Chair positions
remained vacant and needed volunteers. They
were: Education, Field Trip, Librarian, Social
Chair, Sunshine.

-Jette Sorensen informed the Club had 121
members. New members present at the meeting
were welcomed.

-Members discussed items to bring to the picnic
and silent auction.

-There was no quorum to approve the June general
meeting minutes.

The meeting adjourned after conclusion of the
monthly program.

Submitted by
Ana Maria Strambi Guimaraes
Recording Secretary



Program Report From Last
Meeting — 8/14/2023

The August Program was a show-and-tell. Members shared their
interests, jewelry they had made and specimens they had
collected.

Submitted by
Ana Maria Strambi Guimaraes
Recording Secretary

to our newest members:

Rida Qureshi
Rick Renie
David Scheuer

Upcoming
Rock Club Shows
& Local Rock Sales

Click to See All California Federation Shows

September 16-17, 2023 — Monterey, CA
Carmel Valley Gem & Mineral Society
Monterey Fairgrounds, Monterey, CA
Hours: 10 AM — 5 PM

Contact: (831) 801-5887,
susieharlow@gmail.com

Website: http://cvgms.rocks

September 16-17, 2023 — Reno, NV
Reno Gem and Mineral Society
Reno/Sparks Convention Center, 4590 S.
Virginia St., Reno

ontact: (775) 229-

44.20,sailondan55@aol.com
Website: www.renogms.org

September 16-17, 2023 — San Luis
Obispo, CA

San Luis Obispo Gem and Mineral Club
San Luis Obispo Veteran’s Memorial
Building, 801 Grand Avenue, San Luis
Obispo, CA 93401

Gems by the Sea Show. Admission: S5,
Children 12 and under Free. Free parking.
Contact: 2023show@slogem.org
Website: http://slogem.org

The Nugget — Submissions

The submission deadline is on the 15th of every
month. Articles or notes without a byline are
written by the Editor. Photographs without credits
are shot by a CCRMC member. Email the Nugget
submissions to the
Editor:nugget@culvercityrocks.org

The Nugget — Advertisements

The Nugget accepts paid advertisements. The cost
for an eighth of a page is $7 per insertion, payable
in advance. Size is about 2” high x 3.5” wide.

Ad location is at the discretion of the Editor.

Ads, copy, or business cards must be received by
the 10th of the month.

Email submissions to the Editor:
nugget@culvercityrocks.org

Mailing Address

Culver City Rock & Mineral Club
PO Box 3324

Culver City, CA 90231
info@culvercityrocks.org
310-836-4611

Copyright Notice

© The Culver City Rock & Mineral Club, 2022. Unauthorized
use and/or duplication of this material without express and
written permission from the editor of the Nugget is strictly
prohibited. Excerpts may be used, provided that full and clear
credit is given to the author and the CCRMC with appropriate
and specific direction to the original content




2023 Elected Officers

President — Alexa Hunter
Vice President — Steven Dover
Treasurer — Darrell Robb

Recording Secretary
Ana Maria Strambi Guimaraes

Parliamentarian —Jon Gowling

2023 Committee Chairs

Education — Vacant
Federation Director — Lorna Herf
Field Trip —Vacant
Historian — Virginia Hollis
Librarian — Vacant

Membership Co-Chairs
Stephanie Dangott &
Jette Sorensen
Minerals — Vacant

Photography — Pam Leitner
Programs — Ken Rogers

Publication Committee
Brad Smith
Jette Sorensen

Publicity — Janice Metz
Social — Vacant
Sunshine - Vacant
Trading Post — Gary Mitchell
Webmaster — Bart Gampe

Zoom Host — Darren Cokin

Board of Directors

2023
Jette Sorensen
TBD

2024

Gary Mitchell
Karen Wellen

2025

Ana maria Strambi Guimaraes
Bradford Smith

The CCRMC is a non-profit 501©(4) organization







