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Live In-Person Meeting — AND Zoom

“Why did | pick up that rock?”
Presented by Jason Badgley

In the presentation, Jason will talk about the rocks we pick up in the field, and
what they could look like inside because everyone overlooked a good specimen.
We’ll talk about and show examples of desert varnish oxidation weathering on
the stones, and the waterworn exterior of rinds and luster. Join us for this much
needed, informative talk.

Jason Badgley: | have been into rockhounding and lapidary since | was 7 years
old. My grandfather introduced me to this wonderful hobby. Since then, | have
worked in Mexico. - | worked for a geologist in Central Mexico mapping,
locating, and collecting samples for a mininmuch-neededg company to locate
new sources of gold, silver, and copper.

My specimens have been in three different books:

“Agates and Jaspers of North America”, “A Study of Agates and their
Inclusions of the California Coast,” and “Jaspers and Agates of the California
Coast Ranges”. I also became an Eagle Scout. And I have always loved nature.




Upcoming Activities

October 9 — Hybrid (In-Person and on Zoom)
6:30 pm Executive Meeting
7:30 pm General Meeting

Club Meetings In-Person

and/or via Zoom

CCRMC meetings are held on the second Monday
of each month. Guests are always welcome to join
us. Our usual schedule includes:

* 6:30 pm - Executive Meeting
*7:30 pm — General Meeting
*8:00 pm — Monthly Program

The Club meetings are being held In-Person,
Hybrid or only online.

When hybrid or via zoom, you can join the
meeting virtually. Zoom one-click

Lapidary Workshop Hours
The shop is open Saturdays and Sundays
from 12 noon to 4 pm.

To see if there is room, send an email, do
not just show up.

Saturdays: Lynne Lukert

Sundays: Jette Sorensen

If you have not
made a
reservation, you
can call the shop
during open
hours to see if
there is room,
310-836-4611

Do not wear open-toed shoes. Wear old
clothes. Bring eye and ear protection.

A Message from the Prez
Dear All:

We had the September in-person meeting at the
Vet’s with a wonderful presentation by Renee
Newman about the rich and varied history of
diamonds, both in the US and in other parts of the
globe. Her expansive knowledge and vibrant slides
captivated our audience.

Shout out about the club’s annual August picnic in
Lindberg Park with outstandingly good “protein,”
burgers and hotdogs thanks
to a contribution from Rick
Shaffer via his family. We
also had many great
donations for the silent
auction, which sent the
highest bidders home with
some terrific new cabs, slabs
and tools! Thank you to all
who came, contributed, and bought!

We are at that point in the year where we need to
get members nominated to become an Executive
Officer or involved in the various club committees.
Several executive officers as well as chairs and/or
co-chairs of the committee cannot continue for a
myriad of reasons, so please consider getting
involved in an elected position for 2024. Many of
the committee responsibilities will only take a few
hours a month at the most, but they are integral
parts that keep our club running. We need members
to step up and keep us running, and to contribute to
our continued growth and wellbeing. It truly takes
a small village for CCRMC to move forward and
ensure a healthy future please get involved and
ensure our robust future.

Alexa

Program Report 9/11/23

Gemologist and author Renée Newman presented
“Diamond Crystals: Type, History, Sources, and

current Issues.”
Continued page 3


https://culvercityrocks.org/meetings/
https://zoom.us/j/3108364611?pwd=WnRTclZTS3RJMEdWdlV2c01mQWxqdz09
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Program Report continued

Russia is the world’s largest diamond source, with
30% of global production. Botswana is the second-
largest source in terms if volume and the top
producer in terms of value. Large diamonds were
found there thanks to x-ray
transmission (XRT)

technology. Since diamonds
were found there in the 1960s,
the country has developed into a
middle-income democracy.

Canada is the third world’s
largest producer and has the
oldest diamonds on Earth.
Diamonds were first discovered
there in 1991 and the first mine
opened in 1998. In Australia, the
Argyle mine opened in 1983 and
by 1986 was the most prolific;
however, it closed in 2020. It
produced yellow diamonds.

India was the only significant
source of diamond before 600
BC until around 1730, with production peaking in
1600. Today India does more than 95% of the
world’s diamond cutting and the cutting quality IS
as high as in North America. Cutting is both
manual and mechanized. Imaging software helps
cutters determine how to cut a diamond, optimizing
weight and quality from the rough crystal. India is
also an important center of diamond jewelry
manufacturing.

Brazil was the world’s main source of diamonds
from 1730 to 1870. Production is now small, with
less than 1% of the world’s volume. The country is
the source of the world’s largest red diamond and
largest rough diamond and carbonado at 3,167
carats.

In 1848 diamonds were discovered in California
during the gold rush; however, volumes and quality
were low. In 1867 the first diamond was found in
South Africa. It was called the Eureka diamond and
originally thought to be topaz due to its yellowish

Diamonds

Their History, Sources, Qualities
and Benefits
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color. In 1869 a shepherd found another diamond
and in 7 years South Africa was producing over
90% of the world’s diamonds.

In 1906 diamonds were found on a farm in
Arkansas. In 1972 the area
became the Crater of
Diamonds State Park. It is the
only diamond-bearing site in
the world where visitors can
look for diamonds and keep
what they find. Visitors find
more than 600 diamonds each
year. In the US, diamonds are
also found in Colorado,
Wyoming, Montana, Alabama,
Georgia, Virginia, Kentucky,
Maryland, North Carolina, and
Texas.

The shape of a diamond affects
its value. The shape most
valued is the octahedron
because it can yield the most
weight when sawed in two
parts. Makeable diamonds are the next highest
valued because they can be

polished without sawing. The least valued shape is
the flat crystal. Other shapes

include splitable, which can be divided in smaller
segments, and Macie, which is a triangular-shaped
twinned crystal.

Violet diamonds are the rarest. They entered the
market in the 1980s, found in the Argyle mine.
They are colored by hydrogen impurities. Next,
orange, red, and blue are the rarest. Although not
among the rarest, pink diamonds have the highest
auction prices, followed by blue diamonds. Brown
diamonds were considered unsuitable for jewelry
until the 1980s, when designers began using it.

Text boxDiamond production raises ethical issues
related to environmental harm and worker
exploitation. Efforts exist by governments and
parties involved to protect the environment, mine

workers, and artisanal miners, as well as improve
Continued page 4



Program Report continued
local communities around mines.

Acrtisanal, small-scale mining has been penalized
by the trend to buy diamonds from countries where
diamonds are ethically sourced. The De Beers
Group helps small-scale miners sell diamonds,
tracing diamonds from source to market. If the
program works, it will be expanded.

Submitted by
Ana Maria Strambi Guimaraes
Recording Secretary

2024 Election (the CCRMC onel!l)

Not just our club, but many other volunteer clubs
face the same :
problem, year
after year,
where the same
handful of
people “step up”
to take the
responsibilities
of an executive .
or committee e 'O
chair position.

For 2024, many

of the Exec and

Committee

roster positions

are left open. This is due to a myriad of reasons,
including having served the bylaw allowed 6
consecutive years, moving out of state, job
promotion limiting available time, etc., etc. The
bottom line is that these vacated positions must be
filled, or the Club’s mere existence is in peril. |
have been a member since 2008 and along with this
year’s weird weather, it feels like CCRMC was hit
by a tsunami.

Los,

The Club’s traditional election has been that a
Nomination Committee would be canvassing
members to find nominees for the various Exec and
Committee positions. The resulting list of
nominees would be presented to the membership at
the November meeting for election. If there was
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more than one nominee for a position, the members
would elect one of the nominees by majority hand
and/or voice vote that evening.

We have not yet recovered fully from the pandemic
and the result is that we so far have not had enough
members at the in-person meetings to have a 25-
member quorum, so we have decided to try to go
the vote by mail route.

This is how that will work: A fillable
NOMINATION ballot will be sent to the current
members. It will come with explanations for what
each position’s responsibilities entail, and the
nomination/election timeline. Once the
NOMINATION ballots have been returned, the
Nomination Committee notifies the Board of
Directors, and ELECTION ballots with the
candidates’ name(s) will be emailed to the current
membership. When the completed ELECTION
ballots have been returned, the Nomination
Committee will tabulate the results and notify the
Board of Directors. The slate of elected Execs and
Committee Chairs will be announced in the
December newsletter and the 2024 Board of
Directors, Executive Officers, and Committee
chairpersons will be installed for one year term
starting January 1% at the Holiday Party on
December 11, 2023.

The elected volunteer positions are for a one-year
term with this next term beginning January 1
through December 31.

Minutes of Executive Meeting
9/11/2023

Those present: Steve Dover, Alexa Hunter, Darrell
Robb, Ken Rogers, Jette Sorensen, Ana Maria
Strambi Guimaraes.

The meeting was called to order at 7:16PM by
President Alexa Hunter.

The following was discussed:
Continued page 5



- Exec meeting continued

The August executive meeting minutes were
approved as published in the September edition of
The Nugget.

-Treasurer Report:
- Treasurer Darrell Robb reported the financial
results of the 2023 Fiesta of Gems.
- A decision was made to propose to Club members
to donate half of the raffle proceeds to the
Friends of the Culver City Scout House and half to
LA Goal.

- The Club is solvent.

- Insurance for the shop and the Club’s Directors
and Officers was coming due.

-1t was decided that the October meeting would be
hybrid.

The meeting adjourned at 7:36PM.

Submitted by
Ana Maria Strambi Guimaraes
Recording Secretary

Minutes of General Meeting

9/11/2023

The meeting was called to order at 7:37PM by
President Alexa Hunter and the Pledge of
Allegiance was made.

-Treasurer Darrell Robb reported the financial
results of the 2023 Fiesta of Gems.

-Club officers proposed to the general members to
donate half of the show raffle proceeds to the
Friends of the Culver City Scout House and half to
LA Goal. However, there was no quorum to
approve the proposal and it was tabled until the
October meeting.

-Steve Dover indicated that the annual picnic and
the silent auction held in August were successful.

-Membership Chair Jette Sorensen reported the
Club had approximately 125 members.

-New members and guests were introduced.

-Program Chair Ken Roger informed the October
program would be a lecture by Jason Badgley titled
“Where Did I Pick Up That Stone?”

-Steve Dover informed that the shop was fully
equipped, and instructors were available on
Saturdays and Sundays.

-Alexa Hunter indicated that Club members needed
to take more initiative and actively participate in
running the Club. She reminded members that
several Chair positions remained open and
additional positions would need new nominees for
the 2024 slate, as some elected officers had reached
the allowed limit of consecutive terms they could
serve.

-Alexa informed the October meeting would be
hybrid (both virtual and in-person).

-Quorum was not established to approve the
August General Meeting minutes.

The meeting adjourned at 7:50pm
Submitted by
Ana Maria Strambi Guimaraes
Recording Secretary

Upcoming
Rock Club Shows
& Local Rock Sales

Click to See All California Federation Shows

October 7-8, 2023 — Signal Hill, CA

Long Beach Mineral & Gem Society

Signal Hill Library, 1800 E. Hill Street, Signal Hill,

CA 90755

Hours: Saturday 10 AM —5 PM, Sunday 10 AM =4 PM
Website: http://www.facebook.com/LBMGS

October 8, 2023 — Fallbrook, CA
Fallbrook Gem and Mineral Society
Continued on page 6
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https://cfmsinc.org/shows-2/
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Continued from page 5

123 W. Alvarado St. (show on street a& in parking lot),
Fallbrook CA 92028

Hours: 9 AM — 4 PM

Website: http://www.fgms.org

October 21, 2023 — West Hills, CA

Woodland Hills Rock Chippers

First United Methodist Church, 22700 Sherman Way, West
Hills, CA 91307

Website: www.rockchppers.org

October 28-29, 2023 — San Diego, CA

Sponsor: San Diego Mineral & Gem Society

Liberty Station Conference Center, 2600 Laning Road, San
Diego, CA 92106

Hours: Saturday 9:30 AM —5 PM, Sunday 10 AM — 4 PM
Website: https://SDMG.org

Show Web page: https://bit.ly/gemdiego2023

October 28-29, 2023 — Orange, CA

American Opal Society

Velvet Rose Event Center, 300 S. Flower St., Orange,
CA 92868

Hours: Saturday 10 AM — 6 PM, Sunday 10 AM-5 Pm
53rd Annual Opal, Gem & Jewelry Show

Website: http://opalsociety.org

The Nugget — Submissions

The submission deadline is on the 15th of every
month. Articles or notes without a byline are
written by the Editor. Photographs without credits
are shot by a CCRMC member. Email the Nugget
submissions to the
Editor:nugget@culvercityrocks.org

The Nugget — Advertisements

The Nugget accepts paid advertisements. The cost
for an eighth of a page is $7 per insertion, payable
in advance. Size is about 2 high x 3.5” wide.

Ad location is at the discretion of the Editor.

Ads, copy, or business cards must be received by
the 10th of the month.

Email submissions to the Editor:

Copyright Notice

© The Culver City Rock & Mineral Club, 2022. Unauthorized
use and/or duplication of this material without express and
written permission from the editor of the Nugget is strictly
prohibited. Excerpts may be used, provided that full and clear
credit is given to the author and the CCRMC with appropriate
and specific direction to the original content

nugget@-culvercityrocks.org

Mailing Address

Culver City Rock & Mineral Club

PO Box 3324

Culver City, CA 90231
info@culvercityrocks.org

310-836-4611
I
See local field trips posted on LA-Rocks at
facebook.com/groups/411978609512229 More
field trips are posted on SoCal Rocks
www.facebook.com/groups/2605376056257691

2023 Elected Officers

President — Alexa Hunter
Vice President — Steven Dover
Treasurer — Darrell Robb

Recording Secretary
Ana Maria Strambi Guimaraes

Parliamentarian —Jon Gowling

2023 Committee Chairs

Education — Vacant
Federation Director — Lorna Herf
Field Trip —Vacant
Historian — Virginia Hollis
Librarian — Vacant

Membership Co-Chairs
Stephanie Dangott &
Jette Sorensen
Minerals — Vacant

Photography — Pam Leitner
Programs — Ken Rogers

Publication Committee
Brad Smith
Jette Sorensen

Publicity — Janice Metz
Social — Vacant
Sunshine - Vacant
Trading Post — Gary Mitchell
Webmaster — Bart Gampe

Zoom Host — Darren Cokin

Board of Directors

2023
Jette Sorensen
TBD

2024
Gary Mitchell
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