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Volume 65, Issue 10
October, 2024

The monthly newletter of the Culver City Rock & Mineral Club

The Culver City Rock & Mineral Club brings together persons 
interested in the Earth Sciences to engage in research and study, 
to assist members in the collection and preservation of rocks and 
minerals, and in the study and practice of lapidary and related arts. 

Please join us on October 14 at 7:30 PM in the 
Multipurpose Room at the Culver City Veterans Me-
morial Complex. Our guest speaker will be Richard 

Edley. His presentation will cover the different gem-
stones that he has found prospecting in the South-
ern California desert. Mr. Edley owns two federal 
mining claims near Barstow, California, and has 
been mining and prospecting in Southern Califor-
nia for twenty years. His latest project, “ Mineral 
Exploration on the Beautiful Paige Lode claim,” and 

Richard Edley has been prospecting and mining in 
Southern California for twenty years. He owns a 20-
acre lode and 40-acre placer claim outside of Bar-
stow, California. Currently, he is negotiating with 
the Bureau of Land Management to conduct a min-
eral excavation of the claim. His PowerPoint pre-
sentation will be about that project and the miner-
als and gemstones he has found there. He will also 
speak about the emerald discovery he and his son 
made in the Julian Mining District. Mr. Edley has 
published several articles about his discoveries in 
different magazines and has spoken to many mining 
and gem associations throughout Southern Califor-
nia. He is a former United States Air Force Captain 
and worked at AT&T Bell Laboratories on military 
communication projects
 
 

MINERAL EXPLORATION ON THE 
BEAUTIFUL PAIGE LODE CLAIM

Membership Meeting October 14, 2024 7:30 PM 

Multipurpose Room, Culver City Veterans Memo-

rial Complex 
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Dear Club Members:

As we head into the last quar-
ter of 2024, our club should 
take great pride in our mem-
bership’s post-pandemic growth, our busy and well-
run shop, and our very successful 2024 Fiesta of 
Gem Show this past summer.  We sold enough raf-

to the Scout House and LA G.O.A.L. Our presenter 

Turquoise, captivating the audience with his honest 
and well-researched opinions about how frequent-
ly we misidentify this precious gemstone and how 

colored stone is genuinely the gemstone. Michael 
owns a mine just outside Tombstone, AZ, and gave 
us the insider’s guide to how he has navigated the 
world of responsible mining.

We are already making plans for December’s hol-
iday party on Monday, December 9. This month’s 
meeting will be on October 14th, and we will have 
Robert Edley as our in-person presenter, talking 
about collecting in Southern California and on the 
two federal mining claims he owns near Barstow, 
California.

Hope to see you all soon.
Alexa 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

OCTOBER WORKSHOPS

Lapidary 101
Sunday, 10/13/24, 9 am to 12 noon at the Club’s 
Lapidary Shop. 

Get to know the equipment at the club’s lapidary 
workshop. Use a trim saw to cut the outline for a
cabochon. Shape the stone on the grinding wheels 
and use the Expando wheels to polish it. Use the 
arbor with a leather wheel to get a high polish. Go 
home with a cabochon you can use for a pendant.
The workshop is limited to 4 members. The work-
shop fee is $20.00, payable in advance to
jetsorensen@gmail.com via Zelle. If you have any 
questions, email Jette to reserve a spot: jetsorensen@
gmail.com.

Attatch Embellishments
Sunday 10/27/24, 9 AM to 12 Noon at the Club’s 
Lapidary Shop.

Learn to solder using solder chips to attach embel-
lishment to a skinny ring.  Make your own embel-
lishment using the “water casting” method. Then, 
solder the embellishment to a skinny ring.  This will 
be done with Argentium Silver, a form of sterling 

SEPTEMBER PROGRAM REPORT

Michael Oster gave us a comprehensive under-
standing of turquoise, its history, and how to detect 
fake vs. real. He discussed turquoise from several 
mines, including his own. 

mailto:jetsorensen%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:jetsorensen%40gmail.com?subject=
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LAPIDARY WORKSHOP HOURS

10866 Culver Boulevard
Culver City, CA 90230
(310) 836-4611

The shop is located behind the Scout House

The shop is open Saturdays and Sundays from 12 
noon to 4 pm. To see if there is room, go to the Lap-
idary Shop tab on the Club’s website and send an 
email, do not just show up.  

Saturdays: Steve Dover
Sundays: Jette Sorensen 

If you have not made a reservation, you can call the 
shop during open hours to see if there is room, 310-
836-4611. Do not wear open-toed shoes. Wear old 
clothes. Bring eye and ear protection.

Sterling Silver. Bring a butane torch (Creme Brulee 

at Amazon or your local hardware store. Just make 
sure it can reach at least 2200F. Workshop fee $60, 
including materials, payable in advance via Zelle 
to jetsorensen@gmail.com. The workshop is limited 
to 4 members. Email Jette to reserve a spot: jetso-
rensen@gmail.com.

BENCH TIPS

JUMP RINGS    

If you need a few jump rings the same size, it’s easy 
to grab a round rod and wind as many as you need. 
But when you need a lot of them, some form of 
winder saves a lot of time.  A variable-speed screw 
gun makes quick work of winding the coils. Screw 
guns are quite inexpensive at discount stores and 
are remarkably handy for odd jobs in the shop and 
around the house.

To wind a coil, just bend a right angle on the end of 
the wire about a half-inch long and insert this into 
the screw gun chuck. Then, wind slowly, keeping a 
tight coil. I like to rest the end of the mandrel on the 
edge of the table or bench pin. Finally, one note of 
caution. If you are winding an entire length of wire, 
be careful as you get near the end of the wire. If the 
end passes under your thumb, it can cause a nasty 
scratch or cut.

TOUCHING UP A BEZEL

Pumice wheels are good for touching up a bezel af-
ter you’ve set the stone. The hardness is about 6 on 
the Moh’s scale, less hard than quartz, so it shouldn’t 
scratch any of your agates or jaspers. However, I’d 
avoid or be real careful of using pumice near the 
softer stones like turquoise, amber, howlite, etc.

If you’re unsure about the hardness of your wheels, 
test them on a piece of glass. Glass is about 5 ½ on 
the Mohs scale, softer than quartz. So if the wheel 

https://culvercityrocks.org/lapidary-shop/
https://culvercityrocks.org/lapidary-shop/
https://culvercityrocks.org/
mailto:ccrmc-saturdayshop%40culvercityrocks.org?subject=
mailto:ccrmc-sundaylapshop%40culvercityrocks.org?subject=
mailto:jetsorensen%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:jetsorensen%40gmail.com?subject=
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Distribution of volcanic deposits, known as mare basalts, 
on the nearside of the Moon. [NASA/GSFC/Arizona State 
University]

I’ve been thinking a lot about basalt lately. 26% of 
the side of the Moon that we see is basalt, all these 
darkened seas, tranquil or not, are actually large 

-
ly years. NASA also just released the most detailed 
high-res image of the Mars surface (top right) and it 
is absolutely littered with the volcanic rock. As one 
person on the r/whatsthisrock subreddit respond-
ed when someone submitted NASA’s image to the 

basalt basalt basalt basalt basalt basalt basalt basalt 
basalt basalt basalt, Ooh a rare light rock. Maybe 
dioritic reprocessed basalt.  This one is called Atoko 
Point and the origin is debated, basalt basalt basalt 

MINERAL REPORT: BASALT

doesn’t harm glass, it’s safe for use on the quartzes 
and harder stones.

My preference is the one inch diameter ones such 
as those shown at riogrande.com/Product/Advant-
Edge-Pumice-Wheels-Medium/332722?pos=2  

basalt basalt basalt basalt basalt basalt basalt basalt 
basalt basalt.” Humans have made good use of this 
versatile rock over the millenia. From the earliest 
stone grinders to a gorgeous material for stone carv-
ing like the incredible statue of King Menkaure (My-
cerinus) and queen from the Old Kingdom, basalt is 
as varied as its potential uses. 

An igneous rock, basalt reaches the surface as lava 
with a relatively low quartz content. It is mostly 

basalts throughout southern California, most nota-

See More of my Smart Solutions for Jewelry Making 
Series: 

See More of my Smart Solutions for Jewelry Making 
Series: 

– Brad Smith

https://www.reddit.com/r/whatsthisrock/comments/1fxcrro/can_you_identify_all_the_rocks_shown_in_the/
https://www.reddit.com/r/whatsthisrock/comments/1fxcrro/can_you_identify_all_the_rocks_shown_in_the/
http://riogrande.com/Product/AdvantEdge-Pumice-Wheels-Medium/332722?pos=2  
http://riogrande.com/Product/AdvantEdge-Pumice-Wheels-Medium/332722?pos=2  
http://amazon.com/dp/B0BQ8YVLTJ
http://amazon.com/dp/B0BQ8YVLTJ
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King Menkaure (Mycerinus) and queen, 2490–2472 B.C.E., 
greywacke, 142.2 x 57.1 x 55.2 cm, Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston.

veins most likely) snake in small threads through the 
otherwise pitch-black stone. The hardness is around 
a 6 making it workable but resilient. Give basalt a 

 
– Joel Kuennen, Mineral Chair

bly in the Mojave desert near Baker, where you can 
drive down a desert road and camp next to a 50 

-

that you can hike through. 

right, they can form hexagonal columns as the ba-
salt cools and contracts - this is known as colum-
nar basalt. These types of formation are well-known 
throughout the world: think Ireland’s Giant’s Cause-
way, Devil’s Tower (though the formation process 
was quite different) in Wyoming, and the Columbia 

Over the summer, I traveled through the Idaho traps 
and hounded a small example of columnar basalt 
(above). One side was coated in lovely ochre desert 
varnish, but I chose to polish one of the other facets, 
to see the quality of the basalt and hone my discern-

-

obelisk above. Deep browns (iron-rich pyroxene 



6

2024 Gems on the Hill
October 12-13, 2024 – Long Beach, CA
Long Beach Mineral and Gem Society
Signal Hill Library, 1800 E. Hill Street, Signal Hill, 
CA
Hours: Saturday 10 AM – 5 PM, Sunday 10 AM – 4 
PM
Contact: (562) 253-1390, lbmineralgemsociety@
gmail.com
Website: http://www.facebook.com/LBMGS

Woodland Hills Rock Chippers
October 19, 2024 – West Hills, CA
First United Methodist Church, 22700 Sherman 
Way, Woodland Hills, CA 91307
Hours: 10 AM – 5 PM
Contact: barnettcelia53@gmail.com
Website: http://www.rockchippers.org

UPCOMING SHOWS

Lake Elsinore Gem & Mineral Society
October 26, 2024 – Lake Elsinore, CA

32097 Corydon Road, Lake Elsinore, CA 02530
4th Annual Fall Rock & Craft Show
Hours: 10 AM – 4 PM
Contact: berylman50@aol.com

South Orange County Gem and Mineral Society
October 26, 2024 – Laguna Hills, CA

Laguna Hills Community Center, 25555 Alicia 
Parkway, Laguna Hills, CA 92653
Hours: Saturday 10 AM – 2 PM
A Jewelry, Mineral and Gold Appraisal event. GIA 

Mineralogist Walter Lombardo will provide Fair 

for $25. 
Register at SOCGEMS.com
Contact: edupuy@me.com
Website: http://socgems.com 

American Opal Society
October 26-27, 2024 – Orange, CA

Velvet Rose Event Center, 300 Flower Street, Or-
ange, CA 92868
Hours: Saturday 10 AM – 6 PM, Sunday 10 AM – 5 
P
54th Annual Opal, Gem & Jewelry Show. Rough 
and cut opals and gemstones, jewelry, supplies. 
Huge drawing. Free demonstrations.
Contact: (714) 501-9959, info@opalsociety.org
Website: http://opalsociety.org

mailto:lbmineralgemsociety%40gmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:lbmineralgemsociety%40gmail.com%20?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/LBMGS
http://www.rockchippers.org
mailto:berylman50%40aol.com?subject=
http://SOCGEMS.com
mailto:edupuy%40me.com?subject=
http://socgems.com
mailto:info%40opalsociety.org?subject=
http://opalsociety.org
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MINUTES - EXECUTIVE MEETING 

Meeting Monday, September 9th, 2024

In Attendance – Alexa Hunter, Steve Dover, Jette 
Sorensen, Stephanie Dangott, Ana Maria Strambi, 
Regina Lozano, Darrell Robb, and Karen Wallen.

President Alexa called to order 6:37 PM.

Steve advised that there was a break in to the back 
area behind the lapidary shop. The fence and the 
lock were damaged, but no items were taken. 

shape. There is enough surplus that we will open 

Steve asked if anyone is doing an audit of the 
lapidary shop monies. It was mentioned that Rick 
Schaeffer used to this. Alexa will reach out to him 
and see he can do another one. 

A lot of money made at the picnic silent auction. 
Our club received a lot of donation of a lot of very 
nice stones recently. 

Shop – Jette will be doing a Lapidary 101 work-
shop next weekend. Three members have signed 
up. 
Alexa suggested that we ask other people to do 
workshops. 
Regina suggested that she could do a gem tree 
class and suggested that Stephanie help with the 
class. 
Alexa also stated that she is hoping that we can 
have the shop open on a third day. 

Membership – Regina stated that the club now has 
153 paid members. This includes 3 people who 
paid on the new on-line system. 
Regina also took the list from the Fiesta of Gems of 
people who were interested in attending a meet-
ing. She invited 50 people to tonight’s presentation. 
Regina also made lists of people who might be in-
terested in certain volunteer positions. Some of the 
board members will make outreach calls. 

Steve pointed out that we need to get a nominating 
committee for next year. 

Darrell advised us that the cost of insurance for 
lapidary shop property and the board has gone up. 

Program chair – Jette advised that in October we 
will have a presentation from someone who has 
claims in Southern California and makes jewelry 

will do a presentation about meteorites. 

Stephanie made a motion to end the executive 
meeting and Ana seconded. Meeting ended at 
7:13.

MINUTES - GENERAL MEETING

Called to order by president Alexa at 7:31 PM.

Steve advised that there was a break in to the back 
area behind the lapidary shop. The fence and the 
lock were damaged, but no items were taken. 

Membership – Regina stated that we have 153 
members. She also stated that 3 new members 
used the new Google form to register. 

Alexa told the members our lapidary shop is open 
on Saturdays and Sundays from noon to 4 PM. Re-
minder that if someone wants to use the lapidary 
shop, they need to submit a request online or call 
during shop hours and see if there is availability. 

Workshops – Jette stated that there will be a Lap-
idary 101 workshop next weekend. She will also 
have a workshop on September 22nd about work-
ing with Argentium silver. There will be another 
Lapidary 101 class in early October. 

Field Trips – Ellen Moe stated that she would like 

out to other clubs to see if some of our members 

Treasurer – Darrell stated the club is solvent. We 

of deposit. 

Silent auction at the August picnic made $331. 
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He also stated that the cost of insurance for the 
club is going up. Ellen Moe also stated that CFMS 
insurance will go up next year. 

Program chair – Jette advised that in October we 
will have a presentation from someone who has 
claims in Southern California and makes jewelry 

will do a presentation about meteorites. 

Alexa stated that we need to get some volunteers 
for the nominating committee. 

Jette made a motion to end the general meeting 
and seconded by Steve, meeting ended at 7:47 
PM.

mine in Arizona and the different ways that tur-
quoise stones are created to be used in jewelry. 

OCTOBER MEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Rashad Abdur-Rahim 

Tracy DeFreitas

Jennifer Du

MariaAlice Ferreira

Aber Jennings

Rachel Ricci-Deeb

Caleb	 KM		  4-Oct

Dom	 Bastian	 5-Oct

Jason	 Utas		  6-Oct

Jonathan Nowak	 7-Oct

Adam	 Craft		  8-Oct

Minda	Moe		  10-Oct

Robby	Shearon	 10-Oct

John	 Whittaker	 11-Oct

Jeff	 Cote Sr	 12-Oct

Emilie 	Golding 	 18-Oct

Nickie	Jessup		 25-Oct

Steve	 Dover		 27-Oct

OCTOBER NEW MEMBERS
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The Nugget – Submissions

The submission deadline is on the 15th of every 
month. Articles or notes without a byline are writ-
ten by the Editor. Photographs without credits are 
shot by a CCRMC member. Email the Nugget sub-
missions to the Editor: nugget@culvercityrocks.org

The Nugget – Advertisements

The Nugget accepts paid advertisements. The cost 
for an eighth of a page is $7 per insertion, payable 
in advance. Size is about 2” high x 3.5” wide.
Ad location is at the discretion of the Editor.``
Ads, copy, or business cards must be received by 
the 10th of the month.
Email submissions to the Editor:
nugget@culvercityrocks.org

Mailing Address
Culver City Rock & Mineral Club
PO Box 3324
Culver City, CA 90231
info@culvercityrocks.org 
310-836-4611
 

facebook.com/groups/411978609512229 

www.
facebook.com/groups/2605376056257691

Zoom Address
https://zoom.us/j/3108364611?pwd=WnRTclZTS-
3RJMEdWdlV2c01mQWxqdz09
Meeting ID: 310 836 4611
Password: rocks

Nugget Correspondent Search

The Nugget folks are looking for a "Nugget Pro-
grams Correspondent." to write the monthly article 
covering the Club meetings. This includes both 
in-person and Zoom meetings. It also includes 

well as Special Meetings.

If you are interested or would like to suggest a 
member, please send an email to nugget@culver-
cityrocks.org

CCRMC CLASSIFIEDS

employees.  To run the Club, we rely on volunteers 
from our membership to take part in club activi-
ties. We’re currently looking for people to lead the 
following:

• Education
- visit schools, mainly in Culver City, to 		
teach students about rocks and Earth science.

• Field Trips

- make all arrangements, such as providing 
-

less forms to be signed, including by the par-
ents of minors and non-members.
- provide -nd arrange write-ups about forth-

• Photography
- take pictures at Club functions, including 
meetings, shows, holiday parties, and special 
Club events, and deliver them to the newsletter 
editor and publicity. 

• Program Reports
- take notes during presentations and write pro-
gram reports for the Nugget.

• Social
- arrange meeting refreshments, refreshments 
for parties, etc.

-
mittees, we encourage you to step up and make a 
difference. Contact Alexa Hunter.

mailto:nugget@culvercityrocks.org
mailto:nugget@culvercityrocks.org
mailto:info@culvercityrocks.org 
http://facebook.com/groups/411978609512229
http://www.facebook.com/groups/2605376056257691
http://www.facebook.com/groups/2605376056257691
https://zoom.us/j/3108364611?pwd=WnRTclZTS3RJMEdWdlV2c01mQWxqdz09


https://zoom.us/j/3108364611?pwd=WnRTclZTS3RJMEdWdlV2c01mQWxqdz09


mailto:nugget%40culvercityrocks.org?subject=
mailto:nugget%40culvercityrocks.org?subject=
mailto:lexyhunter%40aol.com?subject=CCRMC%20Classifieds
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President - Alexa Hunter
Vice President - Steven Dover

Treasurer - Darrell Robb
Recording Secretary - Stephanie Dangott 
Corresponding Secretary: Karen Wallen

Parliamentarian - Ana Maria Strambi Guimaraes 

2024 Committee Chairs

Education - Vacant
Federation Director - Ellen Moe

Field Trips - Vacant
Librarian - Joannie Rippner

Membership Co-Chairs - Bradford Smith, 
Regina Lozano

Minerals - Joel Kuennen
Photography - VACANT

Programs - Jette Sorensen, Lorna Herf
Publications Committee - Jette Sorensen, Joel 

Kuennen
Publicity - Janice Metz

Sunshine - Karen Wallen
Trading Post - Gary Mitchell

Webmaster - Bart Gampe
Zoom Host - Darren Cokin

Board of Directors

2024
Gary Mitchell
Karen Wallen

2025
Ana Maria Srambi Guimaraes

Bradford Smith

Copyright Notice

©The Culver City Rock & Mineral Club, 2024
Unauthorized use and/or duplication of this material without express and written permission from the editor of the Nugget 
is strictly prohibited. Excerpts may be used, provided that full and clear credit is given to the author and the CCRMC with 


